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the current FAO program. Plans are moving forward for active coop-
eration with international centers and scientific experts to accom-
plish definite goals. With the identification of particular populations
to receive attention, FAO has the potential to address a specific and
achievable task. Further, the scientific expertise present in the lead-
ership of the FAO program provides a significant measure of confi-
dence that donors will see real results. Finally, moving forward with
a program at FAO would allow for efforts to begin relatively rapidly.
As noted above, execution of a global program through a new or
expanded CGIAR center or through a nongovernmental conservation
organization would require significant restructuring or institutional
development.

Considering the urgency to begin a program of global leadership
in the coordination, promotion, and institution of animal genetic re-
sources activities, FAO was considered by the committee to be an
appropriate institution for these efforts. Further, because FAO has
been active in this arena for several decades, establishment of a pro-
gram would require minimal development of new institutional mecha-
nisms. It is expected, however, that in implementing such a pro-
gram, the FAO will call on the expertise of other national and international
institutions to achieve its goals.

Comprehensive data bases are needed to store and make available infor-
mation on animal genetic resources.

Data bases should be set up to assemble information that de-
scribes animal populations according to size, geographic distribu-
tion, objectives, production system, and priority for conservation. They
should also contain quantitative information on important traits and
estimates of phenotypic, genetic, and environmental parameters, to-
gether with information on the environmental conditions under which
the data were obtained. They can be established at national or inter-
national levels. Some efforts are already under way (Hodges, 1990b;
Simon, 1990). The FAO Global Data Bank for Domestic Livestock,
modeled on the Animal Genetic Data Bank in Hanover, Germany,
should provide much-needed leadership and guidance for national
and regional data bases.